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Marriage was a highly honorable estate, and both young
men and maidens looked forward to it as a natural and
desirable step in the sequence of life. The prelimina-
ries were of a distinctly patriarchal type. The marriage
was usually a matter of arrangement between the suitor
and his intended father-in-law. Sometimes a man might
win his bride by heroic deed or personal merit; but usually
the successful suitor was he who brought the most costly
wedding gifts. Thus the characteristic feature was wife
purchase. Usually these gifts were offered to the bride's
father or family; but in the case of the (supposed) widow
Penelope, they were presented to the woman herself. The
gifts were added to the wealth of the bride's household.
The idea of dower as such is foreign to the Homeric poems,
though the poet occasionally represents the bride as re-
ceiving from parents rich gifts, which apparently were to
be her personal property, in addition to the nuptial gifts
from her family, consisting of herds or jewels or precious
raiment.

From the eagerness with which suitors sought to win
the regard of the maiden, it would seem that she had some
choice in the selection of a husband; but in general the
father decided whom he would have for his son-in-law,
though at times the maiden was given her choice from a
number of young men approved by her father. Widows
were expected to remarry; and in their case considerable
freedom of choice existed.

The marriage ceremonies were of a social rather than
religious or civil character. The wedding day was cele-
brated by a feast provided by the groom in the house of
the bride's father. All the guests were clad in their most
costly raiment, and they brought presents to the young
couple. In these patriarchal times, when the father was
both chief and pontiff, so that his approval gave a sacred